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NEIL Paulett graduated from the Rose-
worthy Oenology course in 1971 and began 
working as a winemaker for Penfolds Wines 
in Sydney and then Rosemount in the Hunter 
Valley. 

With 10 years wine making experience 
behind him, Neil and wife Alison began their 
search for the place to establish their own 
family vineyard.

After discovering the Clare Valley in 1981, 
they set about purchasing the land where 
Pauletts is now based.

The property had been in the same fami-
ly’s hands from the 1860s until its purchase 
in 1983 and has a long history of vineyard 
production with vines being present for well 
over 100 years.

The property has expanded from the initial 
47 hectares to 147 hectares, with 25 hectares 
of vines.

In 2013 Pauletts celebrated the 30th anni-
versary of its cellar door.

The cellar door has become one of the ‘must 
see’ places in the Clare Valley, often described 
as having the most spectacular view from any 
cellar door in the country. 

“Thirty years ago, visiting a cellar door was 
not as common as now and we felt we had to 
offer that extra inducement to bring people to 
the Valley,” Neil said.

“Now it’s just considered all part of the 
package, a welcoming cellar door, the premium 
wines and  spectacular views all enhance the 
sense of well-being that wine lovers have come 
to expect from Paulett’s Winery.”

The range of wines produced has grown 
over the years and as well as Shiraz and Ries-
ling there is, a Late Harvest Riesling, Trillians 
Sparkling Riesling, Chardonnay, Sauvignon 
Blanc, Shiraz, Cabernet and Malbec blend 
and a Cabernet Merlot.

Where it all began

Enjoy a ‘tasting paddle’ experience with Ali Paulett, while savouring the magnificent 
view of the Clare Valley. PHOTOS: NADINNE GRACE PHOTOGRAPHY

Let your 
taste buds 
run wild 
with cre-
ations by 
head chef 
Thomas 
Erkelenz 
and the 
team at 
Paulett 
Wines 
and Bush 
DeVine 
Café.


